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Hello OMMS Families!                                                                      Welcome Back to 2nd Semester!

We are excited to be back at Orchard Mesa Middle School for in-person learning!  As we

begin 2nd semester we want to remind everyone of some of the expectations we have at

OMMS.

OMMS Knights will....  

1. Treat people and property with courtesy, politeness and kindness.  

2. Listen and respond to adult requests. 

3. Manage our personal space by keeping our bodies to ourselves.  

* Face Coverings - All staff and students will wear face coverings while inside the building.

Face coverings must be worn over the nose and mouth. These expectations have not

changed at OMMS so please continue to follow the face covering norms we have followed

all year. 

* Dress Code - please help your student remember that we "Dress for Success" at OMMS.

This is a professional environment and we dress professionally. Here is an example from the

dress code guidelines that can be found on page two of the OMMS planner.  

* The length of all shorts, skirts and dresses must be between the center of the thigh and

knee. Ripped jeans can only show skin below the center of the thigh. 



* Cell Phones - Students are to keep their devices in their locker at all times unless directed

by a teacher. Cell phones are NOT to be used during the school day. If you need to get a

message to your student please call the main office and we will deliver the message. For

more information regarding cell phones/electronic devices please see #11 under Behavior

Expectations in the student planner. 

* Chromebooks - Students are responsible to ensure the chromebook checked out to

them is fully charged each morning. 

* Water Bottles - Water fountains are not operable now. Please make sure your student has

a water bottle at school, water bottle fill stations are operable. 

* Student Drop Off and Pick Up - Please remember to pull past the front crosswalk before

stopping to drop off your student! Please follow the direction of the staff on duty. We are

working to try and keep traffic from backing up onto Unaweep. Please know we are doing

the best we can and trying to keep our students safe. Thanks for modeling patience and

kindness when dropping off and picking up your student. 

We are looking forward to another fantastic and healthy semester at OMMS. Thank you for

sharing your students with us each day. Please feel free to reach out with any questions or

concerns. 

We appreciate all you do to support OMMS!

Dr. Susan Birdsey



Student Fees Reminder: 

There is a mandatory $42.00 instructional fee for every student. The

instructional fee covers a portion of the cost of materials that are

expendable and consumable and/or items students will retain after the

class, including but not limited to art supplies, computer and technology

supplies, planners, and science lab supplies. If you have already paid or

have a student attending school remote please disregard. Fees can be

paid at the Main Office or online at MyPaymentsPlus.com. Please reach

out to Lindsey Wyser - Lindsey.Wyser@d51schools.org with any

questions or concerns regarding student fees.

Greetings from the Health Office! 

We want to express our gratitude for your understanding, patience, and

kindness while we were in face-to-face learning this year during the

most extraordinary circumstances we find ourselves in. Here are some

tips and clarifications while we are counting down the days until we are

all back in session in January.

Continued on the next page...



Immunizations and Health Care Plans:

We continue to monitor immunizations even if your student is online.

Please send us, or have your student’s physician send us, any updates to

their immunization records. -If applicable to your student, Health Care

Plans are also updated and will be emailed home for your review (Please

make sure we have your correct email on file). If your student’s status has

changed and the care plan needs updating, or we need to start or

discontinue a care plan, please call the school nurse so we can correct the

information.   

COVID Testing:

Free testing sites are at the Mesa County Fairgrounds, CMU, GMMS, and

FMHS. Some doctor’s offices are offering testing as well. You should not

have to pay to get a COVID test.

- Please continue to notify the school if your student has tested positive.

Even though we will not be face-to-face for the next couple of weeks, we

will continue to keep records for all of our schools.

- Testing is encouraged, but not required for school attendance. It does

help return a student with symptoms back to class quicker if they are

negative with a PCR test.

- A negative test result does not end quarantine requirements early.  

- A positive test result still requires isolation even when symptoms are not

present. 

After an Exposure:

-If a person decides to test (and has NO symptoms), it is recommended to

wait 7 days after exposure. This is the average time it takes the viral load

to show up on the test if the illness is present. 

- If a person becomes symptomatic, they can test at any time symptoms

are present or resolving.

- Notification of test results will come from the health department. The

school needs a copy of those test results before the student can come

back to school. Please be patient – sometimes it takes longer than normal

to get the results back.

Continued on the next page...



- A negative PCR test is accepted to return to school. We do not accept

“Rapid” negative results.- The School District does accept both the Rapid

or PCR tests for positive results.  

Clarifying Isolation Vs Quarantine:

- Isolation is where a person who is ill stays home to prevent further

infectious contacts. For COVID, this is when symptoms start and for the

next 10 days, returning to life outside the home on day 11 after symptoms

start.

- Quarantine is where a person is identified as being in contact with a

positive person. These people are usually not ill yet, so they stay home to

prevent spreading illness during the time they may become sick.

-Quarantine rules are based on a 6-foot radius around the infected

person. Interactions within this radius that last for 15+ minutes are

considered High Risk or “First Degree” and are required to quarantine.

High Risk students are identified using seating charts prepared for each

class.

- We quarantine based on days the person was symptomatic plus the two

previous days. For example: if symptoms develop on Wednesday and the

ill student stays home Thursday-we would have to look at Monday,

Tuesday, and Wednesday attendance records to identify students seated

next to the positive student. Those present are notified by either the Mesa

County Health Department or the school that the student attends.

-Only High Risk or “First Degree” contacts with a positive case need to

quarantine. You do not need to quarantine if you were around someone

that was quarantined unless that person also tested positive. 

As we come into this holiday season, please remember the 3 W’s: Wash

hands, Watch distance, and Wear a mask. We look forward to having your

children back in face-to-face learning in January!  

Please feel free to call us if you have any questions - we would love to

help if we can!



Interview with Ms. Flick, the new Choir/Orchestra Teacher

By Veda Irwin and Alexa Cardera

     Ms. Flick is the new Choir and Orchestra teacher at OMMS. We

interviewed her and she let us know a little bit about her. During the

interview we asked why she came to Orchard Mesa. We found out that

she just got back from New York City. She was struggling with finding a

job because of COVID, she says “It was a little less of me searching for

Orchard Mesa, it was more of Orchard Mesa looking for me.” 

    This is her first year teaching and she is really liking it. She says that it is

definitely a new experience. Her favorite sport in school was gymnastics

but she really enjoys lacrosse and football.  “Go Broncos,” she cheers. 

 

    Her favorite color is pink and loves asian food but if she had to pick one

type of food, she would pick sushi. As we are interviewing Ms. Flick, Mr.

Rabito popped his head in and said, "hi". She claims to love Orchard

Mesa, teaching, and watching the realization in kids faces when teaching

them something they didn’t know before.

Welcome Ms. Flick, we are so happy to have you at OMMS!



Great News! New School Partner! 

Purchases at American Furniture ANYTIME OF THE YEAR supports

Orchard Mesa Middle School. Just mention our school or our ID: 

OMMS51 at check-out. 

All details are included in the flyer:


